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IN THE CLAIMS; 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method in a data processing system including a server 
computer system coupled to a plurality of heterogeneous cli ent computer systems via a 
network for automatically installing a device driver on said plurality of heterogeneous 
client computer systems, wherein each of said heterogeneous client computer systems 
executes a different one of a plurality of operating systems, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

specifying said plurality of heterogeneous client computer systems to receive said 
device driver; 

storing a plurality of different versions of said device driver in said server 
computer system, wherein each one of said plurality of different versions is executable by 
only a different one of said plurality of operating systems; 

copying one of said plurality of different versions of said device driver to one of 
said plurality of client computer systems which is executing one of said plurality of 
different operating systems, wherein said one of said plurality of different versions of 
said device driver is executable by said one of said plurality of different operating 
systems; and 

said server computer system causing said one of said plurality of client computer 
systems to install said one of said plurality of different versions of said device driver; 

further comprising the step of creating a file includin g a plurality of entries, each 
Oae of said plurality of entries specifying a different one of said plurality of client 
computer systems, one of said plurality of different operating systems, and a network 
address of said one of said plurality of client computer systems; and 

further comprising the step of d istributing said plurality of versions of said device 
driver to said plurality of client computer systems utilizing said file. 

2. (Canceled) Th e method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of 
cr e ating a fil e including a plurality of entries oach ono of said plurality of e ntri es 
specifying a different ono of said plurality of oliont computer oyotoms, on e of said 
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plurality of different operating qyrtomo, and a network addroso of ooid otto of arid 
tim i dity of oliont computer pystemq- 

3. (Canceled) Tho mothod according to claim 2, fiirthcr compriaing tho otop of 
distributing oaid plurality of versions of ooid dovi co driver to odd plurality of client 
computer oyatgmo utilizing said fil e. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein the step of 
distributing said plurality of versions of said device driver further comprises the steps of: 

getting a first entry from said file utilizing said server computer system; 

determining a first one of said plurality of operating systems included in said first 
entry utilizing said server computer system; 

determining a network address for a first one of said plurality of client computer 
systems included in said first entry utilizing said server computer system; 

retrieving a first one of said plurality of different versions of said device driver 
utilizing said server computer system, wherein said first one of said plurality of different 
versions of said device driver is executable by said first one of said plurality of operating 
systems; and 

copying said first one of said plurality of different versions of said device driver 
to said first one of said plurality of client computer systems at said network address 
utilizing said server computer system. 

5. (Original) The method according to claim 4, further comprising the steps of: 
said server computer system determining a directory location within said one of 

said plurality of client computer systems to which to copy said one of said plurality of 
different versions; and 

storing said one of said plurality of different versions of said device driver in said 
directory location within said one of said plurality of client computer systems, 

6. (Original) The method according to claim 5, further comprising the step of said 
server computer system causing said one of said plurality of client computer systems to 
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execute an installation command to install said one of said plurality of different versions 
of said device driver. 

7. (Original) The method according to claim 6 7 further comprising the steps of: 
getting a second entry from said file utilizing said server computer system; 
determining a second one of said plurality of operating systems included in said 

second entry utilizing said server computer system; 

determining a network address for a second one of said plurality of client 
computer systems included in said second entry utilizing said server computer system; 

retrieving a second one of said plurality of different versions of said device driver 
utilizing said server computer system, wherein said second one of said plurality of 
different versions of said device driver is executable by said second one of said plurality 
of operating systems; and 

copying said second one of said plurality of different versions of said device 
driver to said second one of said plurality of client computer systems at said network 
address utilizing said server computer system. 

8. (Currently Amended) A data processing system including a server computer 
system coupled to a plurality of heterogeneous client computer systems via a network for 
automatically installing a device driver on said plurality of heterogeneous client computer 
systems, wherein each of said heterogeneous client computer systems executes a different 
one of a plurality of operating systems, comprising: 

means for specifying said plurality of heterogeneous client computer systems to 
receive said device driver; 

means for storing a plurality of different versions of said device driver in said 
server computer system, wherein each one of said plurality of different versions is 
executable by only a different one of said plurality of operating systems; 

means for copying one of said plurality of different versions of said device driver 
to one of said plurality of client computer systems which is executing one of said 
plurality of different operating systems, wherein said one of said plurality of different 
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versions of said device driver is executable by said one of said plurality of different 
operating systems; and 

means for said seivcr computer system causing said one of said plurality of client 
computer systems to insfcdl said one of said plurality of different versions of said device 
drive r, and 

further comprising means for creatine a file including a nluralitv of entries, each 
Qnc of said plurality of entries specifyi ng a different one of said plurality of cfcent 
com puter systems, one of said plurality of diffe r ent operating systems, and a network 
address of said one of said plurality of client computer systems; and 

further comprising means for distributing aaid plurali ty of versions of said device 
driver to $atd plurality of client computer system s utilizing said file. 

9. (Canceled) ¥ hc system according to claim 8 , further comprioingi 

means for creating a fil e including ft plurality of e ntrioo, each one of Qflid plurality 
of entri es spooifying a different quo of oaid plurality of client computer syotomo, on e of 
said plurality of different op e rating syGtomo, and a n e twork addroop of said on e of - sai d 
pl urality of client computer oyatema. 

10* (Canceled) Th e giystem according to claim 9, farther comprising moons for 
distributing oaid plurality of v e rgiono of oaid devic e driver to said plurality of cl i ent 
computer gyotomg utilizing said fil e : 

1 1 , (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 8 W, wherein said means 
for distributing said plurality of versions of said device driver further comprises: 

means for getting a first entry from said file utilizing said server computer system; 

means for determining a first one of said plurality of operating systems included 
in said first entry utilizing said server computer system; 

means for detenrdning a network address for a first one of said plurality of client 
computer systems included in said first entry utilizing said server computer system; 
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means for retrieving a first one of said plurality of different versions of said 
device driver utilizing said server computer system, wherein said first one of said 
plurality of different vers ions of said devi ce driver is executable by said first one of sai d 
plurality of operating systems; and 

means for copying said first one of said plurality of different versions of said 
device driver to said first one of said plurality of client computer systems at said network 
address utilizing said server computer system. 

12. (Original) The system according to claim 1 1, further comprising: 

means for said server computer system determining a directory location within 
said one of said plurality of client computer systems to which to copy said one of said 
plurality of different versions; and 

means for storing said one of said plurality of different versions of said device 
driver in said directory location within said one of said plurality of client computer 
systems. 

13. (Original) The system according to claim 12, Anther comprising means for said 
server computer system causing said one of sai d plurality of client computer systems to 
execute an installation command to install said one of said plurality of different versions 
of said device driver. 

14. (Original) The system according to claim 1 3, further comprising; 

means for getting a second entry from said file utilizing said server computer 
system; 

means for determining a second one of said plurality of operating systems 
included in said second entry utilizing said server computer system; 

means for determining a network address for a second one of said plurality of 
client computer systems included in said second entry utilizing said server computer 
system; 

means for retrieving a second one of said plurality of different versions of said 
device driver utilizing said server computer system, wherein said second one of said 
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plurality of different versions of said device driver is executable by said second one of 
said plurality of operating systems; and 

means for copying said second one of said plurality of different versions of said 
device driver to said second one of said plurality of client computer systems at said 
network address utilizing said server computer system. 

15. (Currently Amended) A computer readable media including a server computer 
system coupled to a plurality of heterogeneous client computer systems via a network for 
automatically installing a device driver on said plurality of heterogeneous client computer 
systems, wherein each of said heterogeneous client computer systems executes a different 
one of a plurality of operating systems, said computer readable media comprising: 

instruction means for specifying said plurality of heterogeneous client computer 
systems to receive said device driver; 

instruction means for storing a plurality of different versions of said device driver 
in said server computer system, wherein each one of said plurality of different versions is 
executable by only a different one of said plurality of operating systems; 

instruction means for copying one of said plurality of different versions of said 
device driver to one of said plurality of client computer systems which is executing one 
of said plurality of different operating systems, wherein said one of said plurality of 
different versions of said device driver is executable by said one of said plurality of 
different operating systems; and 

instruction means for said server computer system causing said one of said 
plurality of client computer systems to install said one of said plurality of different 
versions of said device drive n and 

further comprising instruction means for creating a file including a plurality of 
entries, each one of said plurality of entries specifying a different one of said plurality of 
client computer systems, one of said plurality of different operating syst ems, and a 
network address of said one of said plurality of client computer systems: and 

further comprising instruction means for distributing said plurality of versions of 
said device driver to said plurality of client computer systems utilizing said file. 
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16. (Canceled) The computer rendnble modia aooording to olaim IS, furth er 
comprising* 

instruction means for cre a ting a fil e including a plurality of entries, each ono of 
3oid plurality of entrioo opocifying a diff e rent ono of aaid plurality of client oomputer 
syst e m^ ono of oaid plurality of different operating ayotoma, and a - notwork address of 
said ono of said plurality of client computer oyotemo. 

17. (Canceled) ¥he computer r e adablo media according - to oloim 16, further 
comprioing instruction moana for distributing said plurality of v e rsions of oaid d e vic e 
driver to said plurality of olioat computer s yst e ms utilising paid fil e r 

18. (Currently Amended) The computer readable media according to claim 15 
wherein said instruction means for distributing said plurality of versions of said device 
driver further comprises: 

instruction means for getting a first entry from said file utilizing said server 
computer system; 

instruction means for determining a first one of said plurality of operating systems 
included in said first entry utilizing said server computer system; 

instruction means for detennining a network address for a first one of said 
plurality of client computer systems included in said first entry utilizing said server 
computer system; 

instruction means for retrieving a first one of said plurality of different versions of 
said device driver utilizing said server computer system, wherein said first one of said 
plurality of different versions of said device driver is executable by said first one of said 
plurality of operating systems; and 

instruction means for copying said first one of said plurality of different versions 
of said device driver to $aid first one of said plurality of client computer systems at said 
network address utilizing said server computer system. 

19. (Original) The computer readable media according to claim 1 8, further 
comprising: 
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instruction means for said server computer system determining a directory 
location within said one of said plurality of client computer systems to which to copy said 
one of said plurality of different versions; and 

instruction means for storing said one of said plurality of different versions of said 
device driver in said directory location within said one of said plurality of client computer 
systems. 

20. (Original) The computer readable media according to claim 19, further 
comprising instruction means for said server computer system causing said one of said 
plurality of client computer systems to execute an installation command to install said 
one of said plurality of different versions of said device driver. 

21 . (Original) The computer readable media according to claim 20, further 
comprising: 

instruction means for getting a second entry from said file utilizing said server 
computer system; 

instruction mean* for determining a second one of said plurality of operating 
systems included in said second entry utilizing said server computer system; 

instruction means for determining a network address for a second one of said 
plurality of client computer systems included in said second entry utilizing said server 
computer system; 

instruction means for retrieving a second one of said plurality of different versions 
of said device driver utilizing said server computer system, wherein said second one of 
said plurality of different versions of said device driver is executable by said second one 
of said plurality of operating systems; and 

instruction means for copying said second one of said plurality of different 
versions of said device driver to said second one of said plurality of client computer 
systems at said network address utilizing said server computer system. 
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